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We are excited that you are considering being baptized.  Baptism is a big step and it is important to have a 

clear understanding of what the Bible says about it.  We hope this information is helpful to you and that God 

brings you clarity and confirmation as you consider this step of obedience and surrender. 

Baptism does not “save” anyone 

Only Jesus saves us from our sins.  He did this by dying in our place on the cross to pay for our sins and by 

rising from the dead to offer new and eternal life to us all.  Salvation is not through baptism but by God’s 

grace to us through faith in Jesus alone (Ephesians 2.8).  Below are some questions to think through as you 

consider baptism: 

 Have you come to recognize that your sins, like the sins of all people, leave you condemned before 

God, awaiting his just wrath, and in desperate need of God’s forgiveness? (Romans 3:23, 6:23) 

 Do you trust that God paid your debt of sin by pouring out His wrath on His own Son, Jesus? (Isa. 53:4-

6) 

 Do you trust that Jesus rose bodily from the dead to prove that He was who He said He was: God’s 

Son, our Savior, and Lord of all? (Romans 1:3-4, 10:9-10) 

 Are you willing to turn away from your sins by giving up control of your life to the risen Jesus as your 

Lord? (Acts 2:38,17:30; Romans 10:9-13; 2 Peter 3:9) 

 Have you called out to God, confessing and repenting of your sinfulness, acknowledging your need 

for his forgiveness, and surrendering to Jesus as your Savior and Lord? (Romans 10:13; Acts 2:21) 

If you have answered “yes” to these questions, then baptism may be your next step.  If you could not answer 

“yes”, we would love to talk with you more and answer any questions you have about taking your next step. 

As you consider baptism, here is a short explanation of what baptism is and what it represents: 

Baptism is symbolic 

There is nothing magical about the waters of baptism.  Baptism is not a way to make all your problems or 

struggles magically disappear.  Baptism is symbolic in that it is outwardly demonstrates the change that has 

happened in your life.  If you have been saved (i.e. born again), you have been crucified and buried with 

Christ (pictured in going under the water) and have also been made alive and raised  with him(pictured in 

rising from beneath the water) in newness of life (Galatians 2.12). 

Baptism is a step of obedience 

In addition to being symbolic, baptism is important because it is a step of obedience.  Jesus (and others) 

commanded those who would follow him to be baptized (Matthew 20.19).  By obeying this command we 

demonstrate our surrender to Jesus as Lord and Savior of our lives. 

Baptism is public proclamation 

When we are baptized, we are making a public declaration that we are a fully committed, surrendered 

follower of Jesus.  Our surrender to Jesus is not merely a one-time, private matter but a life-long journey on 

which we join with others.  We proclaim to both those who witness our baptism along with the world that we 

belong to God, our life is not our own, and that we are followers of Jesus. 

Baptism is a celebration 

Baptism is an opportunity for all who are present to celebrate the decision to follow Jesus that has been 

made.  It is a chance to rejoice that someone has been brought from death to life through Jesus, has 

become a disciple of Jesus, and that someone’s eternal life with God has been secured through their faith in 

Jesus. 

Whether or not you are ready to take the next step of baptism, we would love to hear from you!  Please let 

us know about the decision that you have made, if there are questions we can answer, and how we can 

assist you in taking your next steps in your journey with God. 


